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Simon Steel - Education and Outreach  

SETI Institute (2021- ) The NASA Community College Network, PI for NASA SMD SciAct project bringing skills 
and resources of NASA science into community college classrooms. 
 
University College London (2011-2018) Certificate of Higher Education in Astronomy, Lecturer in Astronomy, 
PHAS 1515 Foundations of Astronomy and (2016-2018) Laboratory Instructor PHAS1510 Observational 
Astronomy Lab.  
 
Ithaca College in London (2018) Adjunct Professor in Astronomy, Physics 141 British Natural Science. 
Pepperdine University in London (2016) Adjunct Professor in Astronomy, NASC 109 Introduction to 
Astronomy. 
 
Tufts University Summer School (2011-2015) Adjunct Professor in Astronomy, Ast 10B Wanderers in Space.  

Royal Observatory, Greenwich (2012). A Question of Scale, a 5-week adult education program celebrating the 
2012 Transit of Venus  

Royal Observatory, Greenwich (2011) Cosmic Revolutions, a 6-week adult education program on the history of 
ideas about the structure & evolution of the Universe  

SETI Institute, Big Picture Science radio show and podcast, Science presenter: Cosmos: It’s Big, It’s Weird 
(January 9, 2012); Scoping out Astronomy (January 12, 2009); Time’s Mysteries (November 10, 2008); Get 
Your Boson (September 22, 2008). http://radio.seti.org  

From the Earth to the Universe (2010) Smithsonian Institution/NASA/Chandra X-Ray Observatory. Special 
needs advisor and science writer for set of tactile image displays, making a major international astronomy 
exhibit accessible to blind and visually impaired audiences.  

Runyon, C., Steel, S. et. al. (2008). Space Science is For Everyone: Creating and Using Accessible Resources in 
Educational Settings. National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Washington DC  

The Incredible 2-inch Universe (2008). Hands-on teacher resource for teaching about the size and scale in the 
universe. Adapted for hearing-impaired audiences. Smithsonian Institution/NASA/Chandra X-Ray Center.  

Grice, N., Steel, S., & Daou, D. (2007). Touch the Invisible Sky: A multi-wavelength Braille Book for visually 
impaired students. NASA & Ozone Publishing Corporation.  

Exceptional Needs Workshop. Astrophysics content speaker, product developer and participant in SERCH 
Broker Facilitator workshops adapting NASA education products for special needs audiences. US Space & 
Rocket Center, Huntsville (2005); Boston Museum of Science (2006) and National Federation of the Blind, 
Puerto Rico (2007).  



Night Sky Network (2005-7). As part of the Universe Forum, worked with the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific and NASA Origins Forum, to develop resource kits for amateur astronomy groups in the Night Sky 
Network. Kit titles: Black Holes, Telescopes  

Beyond the Solar System: Expanding the Universe in the classroom, 2005 Smithsonian Institution/NASA. 
Professional development DVD designed support the teaching of cosmology in the classroom. 
http://universeforum.org/btss  

Inside Einstein’s Universe, 2005, Boston Museum of Science/ Smithsonian Institution/NASA. 
Web based resources for the 2005 Einstein Centennial. Suite of online resources for schools and museums, 
including scripted presentations, hands-on demonstrations and themed presentations. Program was piloted 
by 12 museums and planetariums across the United States. 
http://universeforum.org/einstein/  

NASA Educator Ambassador Program (2004, 2006). Represented Chandra X-ray Center as professional 
development trainer for NASA’s Astrophysics Educator Ambassadors. Sonoma State University, CA.  

Earth and Space Science Education “Train the Trainers” Workshops (2002-6). Professional development 
provider in high energy astrophysics to NASA’s Aerospace Education Specialists. NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center (2002), NASA Langley Research Center (2003) & NASA Johnson Space Center (2005, 2006). 
IGES/NASA.  

Cosmic Questions (2003) Exhibit designer and science content developer for 5000 sq. ft. traveling exhibit on 
the nature of the universe and our place within it. Exhibit opened in eight US cities between 2002 and 2006. 
Funded by NASA & National Science Foundation.  
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Rabbette, M.; McBreen, B., Smith, N. & Steel, S. (1998). A search for rapid optical variability in radio-quiet 
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