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Jill Tarter holds the Bernard M. Oliver Chair for SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) 
and is Director of the Center for SETI Research at the SETI Institute in Mountain View, 
California. Tarter received her Bachelor of Engineering Physics Degree with Distinction from 
Cornell University and her Master’s Degree and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of 
California, Berkeley. She served as Project Scientist for NASA’s SETI program, the High 
Resolution Microwave Survey, and has conducted numerous observational programs at radio 
observatories worldwide. Since the termination of funding for NASA’s SETI program in 1993, 
she has served in a leadership role to secure private funding to continue the exploratory science. 
Currently, she serves on the management board for the Allen Telescope Array, a joint project 
between the SETI Institute and the UC Berkeley Radio Astronomy Laboratory. When this 
innovative array of 350 6-m antennas begins operations at the UC’s Hat Creek Radio 
Observatory, it will simultaneously survey the radio universe for known and unexpected sources 
of astrophysical emissions, and speed up the search for radio emissions from other distant 
technologies by orders of magnitude. 
 
Tarter’s work has brought her wide recognition in the scientific community, including the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from Women in Aerospace, two Public Service Medals from 
NASA, Chabot Observatory’s Person of the Year award (1997), Women of Achievement Award 
in the Science and Technology category by the Women’s Fund and the San Jose Mercury News 
(1998), and the Tesla Award of Technology at the Telluride Tech Festival (2001). She was 
elected an AAAS Fellow in 2002 and a California Academy of Sciences Fellow in 2003 (and 
CAS Scientific Trustee in 2007). In 2004 Time Magazine named her one of the Time 100 most 
influential people in the world, and in 2005 Tarter was awarded the Carl Sagan Prize for Science 
Popularization at Wonderfest, the biannual San Francisco Bay Area Festival of Science. In 2006 
Tarter became a National Advisory Board member for the Center for Inquiry’s Office of Public 
Policy in Washington, DC.  She is also a Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of 
the Paranormal (CSICOP) Fellow. 
 
Tarter is deeply involved in the education of future citizens and scientists. In addition to her 
scientific leadership at NASA and SETI Institute, Tarter has been the Principal Investigator for 
two curriculum development projects funded by NSF, NASA, and others. The first, the Life in 
the Universe series, created 6 science teaching guides for grades 3-9 (published 1994-96). Her 
second project, Voyages Through Time, is an integrated high school science curriculum on the 
fundamental theme of evolution in six modules: Cosmic Evolution, Planetary Evolution, Origin 
of Life, Evolution of Life, Hominid Evolution and Evolution of Technology (published 2003). 
Tarter is a frequent speaker for science teacher meetings and at museums and science centers, 
bringing her commitment to science and education to both teachers and the public. Many people 
are now familiar with her work as portrayed by Jodie Foster in the movie Contact. 
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Education 
1975 Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley 
1971 M.A., University of California, Berkeley 
1965 B.E.P. Cornell University, School of Engineering 

 
Employment History 

1999–present Director, Center for SETI Research, SETI Institute 
1997–present Bernard M. Oliver Chair for SETI 
1993–1999 Director, Project Phoenix, SETI Institute 
1989–1993 Project Scientist for NASA SETI Microwave Observing Project (MOP) later called High 

Resolution Microwave Survey (HRMS) 
1983–1993 Associate Research Astronomer, UC Berkeley (50%) 

 
Activities and Services 
• Manages SETI-related research and technology development 
• Chair, International Square Kilometer Array Steering Committee (2002) 
• Past Chair, US Square Kilometer Array Consortium (2000-2002) 
• Participates in on-going SETI observational programs at Arecibo and other observatories 
• Curriculum development for NSF-IMD based on life in the universe and evolution 
• Thesis research: observable properties (or lack thereof) of small brown dwarf stars that never 

successfully fuse hydrogen and the observability of interstellar gases stripped from the interiors of 
galaxies as they interact with other galaxies and their surroundings within rich clusters of galaxies. 

• Founding member of the SETI Institute in 1984 
• Initiated research activity entitled Observational Exobiology to assess potential for orbiting “Great 

Observatories” to enhance understanding of the origin and evolution of the biogenic element and 
compounds 

• Developed IRAS strategy to search for Brown Dwarf stars 
 
Professional Societies/Memberships 
• American Astronomical Society 
• International Astronomical Union 
• URSI – Commission J (International Radio Science Union) 
• International Academy of Astronautics 
• American Association for Advancement of Science 
• International Society for the Study of the Origin of Life 
• Women in Aerospace 

 
Honors and Awards 
• Lifetime Achievement Award from Women in Aerospace (1989) 
• Received two NASA Public Service Medals (one at Ames Research Center and one at NASA 

Headquarters in Washington, DC) and a HRMS Group Achievement Award (1993) 
• Received Chabot Observatory Person of the Year Award (Feb. 1997) 
• Bernard M. Oliver Endowed Chair, SETI Institute (1997- ) 
• Fellow of The Explorers Club (1998- ) 
• Received the Women of Achievement Award, Science & Technology category, presented by the 

Women’s Fund and the San Jose Mercury News (1998). 
• Received the Tesla Award of Technology at the Telluride Tech Festival (2001) 
• AAAS Fellow (2002) 
• Named one of 100 most influential people in the world by Time Magazine (2004)  
• Received Carl Sagan Prize for Science Popularization from Wonderfest (2005) 
• California Academy of Sciences Fellow (2003), Scientific Trustee (2007) 
• TED prize (2009) 
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Tarter, J.C., Cuzzi, J.N., Black, D.C., Clark, T.A., Stull, M., and Drake, F.D.  “SETI:  High 
Sensitivity Searches at NASA with High Speed Tape Recorders.”  Paper #79-A-43 from 8th 
International CETI Review Symposium of the International Academy of Astronautics in 
Munich, Germany (1979). 

 
Zuckerman, B. and Tarter, J.C.  “Is There Anyone Out There?”  Nature 281, p. 528 (1979). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Radio Searches for Other Civilizations.”  Proceedings of Conference on Life in the 

Universe sponsored by UNESCO, Council of Europe GRECC, November 1979, Paris, France 
(1979). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “The Cosmic Haystack.”  Nov. 16th presentation as special consultant to Harlan 

Smith Working Group on SETI of the National Academy of Sciences Astronomy and 
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Tarter, J.C., Cuzzi, J., Black, D.C., and Clark, T.A.  “A High Sensitivity Search for 
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Tarter, J.C.  “Life in the Universe:  Report on a Conference of the Council of Europe in Paris, 

France,” Cosmic Search, 2, p. 19 (1980). 
Reynolds, R.T., Tarter, J.C., and Walker, R.G.  “A Proposed Search of the Solar Neighborhood 

for Sub-Stellar Objects,” Icarus 44, p. 772 (1980). 
 
J. Billingham, J., Edelson, R., Gulkis, S., Olsen, E.T., Oliver, B.M., Tarter, J.C., and Seeger, C.L.  

“A Search Strategy for SETI.”  Paper #IAA-80-57 presented at 9th CETI Review Meeting of 
the International Academy of Astronautics in Tokyo, Japan (1980). 

 
Bowyer, C.S., Zeitlin, G.M., Tarter, J.C., Lampton, M., and Welch, W.  “Analysis of SETI Data 

Collected in the Parasitic Mode.”  Paper #IAA-80-58 from 9th International CETI Review 
Meeting of the International Academy of Astronautics in Tokyo, Japan (1980). 

 
Zuckerman, B. and Tarter, J.C.  “Microwave Searches in the U.S.A. and Canada,” Strategies for 

the Search for Life in the Universe, M. D. Papagiannis (ed.), D. Reidel Publishing Co., pp. 81-
92 (1981). 

 
Gulkis, S., Olsen, E.T., and Tarter, J.C.  “A Bimodal Search Strategy for SETI,” Strategies for 

the Search for Life in the Universe, M. D. Papagiannis (ed.), D. Reidel Publishing Co., pp. 93-
105 (1981). 
 

Wolfe, J., Edelson, R.E., Billingham, J., Crow, R.B., Gulkis, S., Olsen, E.T., Oliver, B.M., 
Peterson, A.M., Seeger, C.L., and Tarter, J.C.  “SETI - The Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence:  Plans and Rationale,” Life in the Universe, J. Billingham (ed.), The MIT Press, 
pp. 391-417 (1981). 

 
Tarter, J.C. and Israel, F.P.  “A Symbiotic Approach to SETI Observations:  Use of Radio Maps 

from the Westerbork Synthesis Radio Telescope.”  Paper #IAA-81-299 from 10th 
International CETI Review Symposium of the International Academy of Astronautics in 
Rome, Italy, September, 1981; Acta Astronautica 9, pp. 415-419 (1982). 

 
Tarter, J.C. and Israel, F.P.  “A Symbiotic Approach to SETI:  Use of Radio Maps from the 

Westerbork Synthesis Telescope!”  Bull. AAS 13, p. 840.  Poster paper presented at the 159th 
AAS Meeting, Boulder, Colorado (1982). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Searching for Them:  Interstellar Communication,” Astronomy, October issue 

(1982). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Synopsis of International Activities Relating to the Search for Extraterrestrial 

Intelligence (SETI).”  Briefing paper prepared for Senator William Proxmire and staff at the 
request of Dr. Carl Sagan (Planetary Society) (1982). 
 

Bowyer, C.S., Zeitlin, G.M., Tarter, J.C., Lampton, M., and Welch, W.  “The Berkeley Parasitic 
SETI Program.”  Paper #F.1.4.6 presented by C. S. Bowyer at Twenty-Fourth COSPAR 
Meeting in Ottawa, Canada (to be published in Advances in Space Exploration) (1982). 

 
Shostak, S. and Tarter, J.C.  “SIGNAL (Search for Intelligence in the Galactic Nucleus with the 

Array of the Lowlands).”  Paper #IAA-82-262 presented at 11th CETI Review Meeting of the 
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Academy of Astronautics in Paris, France (1982).  Published in Acta Astronautica, Vol. 12 
No. 5, p. 369 (1985). 

 
Tarter, J.C., Duquet, R.T., Clark, T., and Lesyna, L.  “Recent SETI Observations at Arecibo.”  

Paper #IAA-82-263 presented at 11th CETI Review Meeting of the International Academy of 
Astronautics in Paris, France.  Bull. AAS. 14, p. 885, poster paper presented at the 161st AAS 
Meeting, Boston, MA (1982).  Acta Astronautica 10, p. 277 (1983). 

 
Bowyer, C.S., Zeitlin, G.M., Tarter, J.C., Lampton, M., and Welch, W.  “The Berkeley Parasitic 

SETI Program,” Icarus 53, pp. 147-155 (1983). 
 
Tarter, J.C. and Lawless, J.  “Book Review of Space Travelers:  The Bringers of Life by Fred 

Hoyle and Chandra Wickramasinghe,” Sky and Telescope 65, p. 331 (1983). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI Program.”  Letter to Science 22, April, p. 359 (1983). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “NASA’s First Systematic Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI):  

Implications of this Conference.”  Paper presented at Conference on Interstellar Migration in 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, May 23-25 (1983).  Published in Interstellar Migration and the 
Human Experience, B. R. Finney and E. M. Jones (eds.), University of California Press 
(1985). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI at Arecibo,” The Planetary Report 3, p. 16 (1983). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI and Serendipity,” SETI Science Working Group Report, F. Drake and J. 

Wolfe (eds.), NASA Technical Publication 2244, p. 91, 93 (1983). 
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Astronautica 11, p. 387 (1984). 
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Tarter Committee.  “Background Paper on Observational Exobiology,” prepared for First 

Workshop on Exobiology from Earth Orbit at NASA Ames Research Center, August (1984). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Report from the SETI Observatory.”  Talk presented at URSI General Assembly 

August 28 - September 5 (1984). 
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University Press (1985). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI Observations Worldwide.”  Published in Proceedings of IAU Symposium 
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Wertheimer, D., Tarter, J.C., and Bowyer, C.S.  “SERENDIP II Design.”  Published in 

Proceedings of IAU Symposium 112, M. D. Papagiannis (ed.), D. Reidel Publishing 
Company, pp. 421-424 (1985). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Using the Very Large Array (VLA) and Other Radio Telescopes to Perform a 
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Tarter, J.C., Black, D.C., Billingham, J.  “Review of Methodology and Technology Available for 
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on Interstellar Space Exploration of the International Academy of Astronautics in Stockholm, 
Sweden  (1985).  JBIS 39, p. 418 (1986). 
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Symposium in Tallinn, Estonia, December 1981, published in Problema Poiska Jeeznee yo 
Vselennoi (Russian) (1986). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “A Review of the Experimental Studies on the Search for Messages from 
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Tallinn, Estonia, December 1981, published in Problema Poiska Jeeznee yo Vselennoi 
(Russian) (1986). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Statistics of ‘Excess’ Observatory Noise at the Nançay Telescope and Elsewhere.”  

Paper #IAA-85-473 presented at the 14th International CETI Review Meeting of the 
International Academy of Astronautics (1985).  JBIS 39 No. 3, p. 140 (1986). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “An Historical Perspective:  Brown is Not a Color.”  Published in Astrophysics of 

Brown Dwarfs, Kafatos, Harrington, Maran (eds.), Cambridge University Press, pp. 121-138 
(1986). 

 
Tarter, J.C. and Welch, W.  “A Cloud Collision Model for Water Maser Excitation,” Ap. J. 305, 

p. 467 (1986). 
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Tarter, J.C.  “The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence,” Atlas of the Universe, 1986 edition of 

the National Geographic Society (1986). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Notes and News, IAU Symposium No. 115 on Star Forming Regions.”  Bulletin of 

the Astronomical Society of India, Vol. 14, No. 1., pp. 59-63 (1986). 
 
Klein, H.P., Tarter, J.C., DeFrees, D., Brownlee, D., Usher, D., and Irvine, W.  “Exobiology in 

Earth Orbit,” Origins of Life, Vol. 16, p. 419 (1986). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Survey of Earth Orbital Telescopes and Their Potential for Exobiology,” Advances 

in Space, G. Horneck (ed.), Permagon Press, pp. 219-226 (1986). 
 
Cohen, R.J., Downs, G., Emmerson, R., Grimm, M., Gulkis, S., Stevens, G., and Tarter, J.C.  

“Narrow Polarized Components in the OH 1612 MHz Maser Emission from Supergiant OH-
IR Sources,” M.N.R.A.S. 225, p. 491 (1987). 

 
Co-wrote and edited (with Geoff Haines-Stiles) and narrated NASA video on SETI “Quest for 

Contact” (32 minutes).  Offered for sale in 1988 ASP Astronomy Selectory as Item Number 
VT100. 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence,” World Book Encyclopedia, Vol. 6, pp. 

466-467 (1988). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “Field Test Results with the Targeted Search MCSA,” Bioastronomy-The Next 

Steps, G. Marx (ed.), pp. 357-362 (1988). 
 
“Conference Report on Exobiology in Earth Orbit Workshops” (in press), H. P. Klein, W. Irvine, 

D. DeFrees, J. C. Tarter (eds.). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI:  Should Earthlings Tackle It?”  Letter to the Editor, Physics Today 41, p. 142 

(1988). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI Field Tests with the MCSA 1.0 Prototype and Plans for Radio Astronomical 

Observations.”  Paper #IAA-88-539, presented at the 39th Congress of the International 
Astronautical Federation,  Bangalore, India, October 8-15 (1988). 

 
Biraud, F. and Tarter, J.C.  “Conclusion of the Selected Target Search at the Nançay 

Observatory.”  Paper #IAA-88-542, presented at the 39th Congress of the International 
Astronautical Federation,  Bangalore, India, October 8-15 (1988). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Bridges From New Worlds,” Space Technology International 1989, R. Turnill 

(ed.), Cornhill Publications Limited, London (1989). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI:  The Farthest Frontier,” Frontiers of Science, A. Scott (ed.), Basil Blackwell 

Limited, Oxford, pp. 185-199 (1989). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “As Bad As Things Are for Radio Astronomy In the Protected Bands — They Are 

Worse for SETI!”  To be published in proceedings of IAU Colloquium 112, David Crawford 
(ed.) (1989). 
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Tarter, J.C.  “SETI:  Finding Extraterrestrial Technology May Be Easier than Finding Other 

Life.”  Presented at AAAS Meeting in January 1989, to be published in Path of Life:  From 
the Big Bang to the Big Brain, Bevin French (ed.). 

 
Billingham, J. and Tarter, J.C.  “Detection of the Earth with the SETI Microwave Observing 

System Assumed to be Operating Out in the Galaxy.”  Paper #IAA-89-647 presented at the 
19th International SETI Review Meeting of the International Academy of Astronautics, 
Malaga, Spain (1989). 

 
Heidmann, J., Biraud, F., and Tarter, J.C.  “Pulsar Aided SETI Experimental Observations.”  

Paper #IAA-89-642 presented at the 19th International SETI Review Meeting of the 
International Academy of Astronautics, Malaga, Spain (1989). 

 
Tarter, J.C. “Radio Frequency Interference at Jodrell Bank within the Protected 21 cm Band.”  

Paper #IAA-86-425 presented at the 15th International SETI Review Meeting of the 
International Academy of Astronautics, Innsbruck, Austria (1989).  Specia issue Acta 
Astronautica 19, No. 11, C.L. Seeger and A.R. Martin (eds.) pp. 907-912 (1989).  

 
“SETI Post Detection Protocol.”  Special Issue Acta Astronautica, Vol. 21, No. 2, J.C. Tarter and 

M.A. Michaud (eds.) (1990). 
 
Gulkis, S., Biraud, F., Heidmann, J., Tarter, J.C.  “Technical Considerations on Using the Large 

Nancay Radio Telescope for SETI.”  JPL SETI Preprint Series No. 007, May (1990). 
 
Michaud, M.A., Billingham, J., and Tarter, J.C.  “A Reply From Earth?”  Paper #IAA-90-591 

presented at the 41st Congress of the International Astronautical Federation, Dresden, 
Germany (1990). 

 
Tarter, J.C. and Rummel, J. “Exobiology and SETI From the Lunar Farside,”   American 
Institute of Physics, pp. 99-106 (1990). 
 
“Carbon in the Galaxy:  Studies from Earth and Space.”  J. C. Tarter, S. Chang and D. DeFrees 

(eds.), NASA Conference Publication 3061 (1990). 
 
Tarter, J.C. and Klein, M.J.  “SETI:  On the Telescope and On the Drawing Board.”  Paper 

presented at the 3rd Bioastronomy Symposium in Val Cenis, France (1990).  Published in 
Bioastronomy:  The Search for Extraterrestrial Life - The Exploration Broadens, J. Heidmann 
and M. J. Klein (eds.) Springer-Verlag, NY, pp. 229-235 (1991). 

 
Billingham, J., Michaud, M.A., and Tarter, J.C.  “The Declaration of Principles for Activities 

Following the Detection of Extraterrestrial Intelligence.”  Paper presented at the 3rd 
Bioastronomy Symposium in Val Cenis, France (1990).  Published in Bioastronomy:  The 
Search for Extraterrestrial Life - The Exploration Broadens, J. Heidmann and M. J. Klein 
(eds.) Springer-Verlag, NY, pp. 379-386 (1991). 

 
Tarter, J.C., Backus, P.R., Cullers, D.K., Dreher, J.W., Hlavka, C. and Jordan, J.  “Trying to do 

Science Using High Spectral Resolution SETI Prototypes.”  Poster presented at the 3rd 
Bioastronomy Symposium in Val Cenis, France (1990).  Published in Bioastronomy:  The 
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Search for Extraterrestrial Life - The Exploration Broadens, J. Heidmann and M. J. Klein 
(eds.) Springer-Verlag, NY, p. 283 (1991). 

 
Dreher, J.W., Tarter, J.C., and Werthimer, D.  “A 1 Hz Resolution RFI Survey:  Preliminary 

Results.”  Paper presented at the 3rd Bioastronomy Symposium in Val Cenis, France (1990).  
Published in Bioastronomy:  The Search for Extraterrestrial Life - The Exploration Broadens, 
J. Heidmann and M. J. Klein (eds.) Springer-Verlag, NY, pp. 217-222 (1991). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “The Search for Life Beyond the Solar System.”  Paper presented at the Frontiers of 

Life Conference, Blois, France, October 14-19 (1991).  Frontiers of Life, J.&K. Trân Thanh 
Vân, J.C. Mounoulou, J. Schneider, and C. McKay (eds.), Editions Frontières, France, pp. 
351-397 (1992). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Summary of Interference Measurements at Selected Radio Observatories.”  Paper 

#IAA-90-580 presented at the 41st Congress of the International Astronautical Federation, 
Dresden, Germany (1990).  Acta Astronautica 26, No. 3/4, pp. 233-238 (1992). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI in the United States.”  Paper presented at the World Space Congress, 
 Washington, DC, August 28-September 5, 1992.  To be published in book of  proceedings 
(P. Backus, ed.). 
 
Billingham, J. and Tarter, J.C.  “SETI (Search for ExtraTerrestrial Intelligence).”  In Space 

Biology and Medicine, Vol. 1:  Space and its Exploration.  Ivanov, M., Kotelnikov, V., and 
Rummel, J., eds.  American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Washington, DC, pp. 
247-273 (1993). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “SETI Concerns - Jill Tarter replies.”  Letter to the Editor, Sky & Telescope, p. 7 

(March 1993). 
 
Tarter, J.C.  “The NASA High Resolution Microwave Survey.”  News Letter of the Astronomical 

Society of New York, Vol. IV, No. 4.  A.G. Davis Philip (ed.), L. Davis Press, Inc., pp. 5-12 
(August 1993). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  The Current State of Searches for Extra-Solar System Planets.”  Third Decennial 

US-USSR Conference on SETI, G. Seth Shostak, ed.  ASP Conference Series, Vol. 47, pp. 
166-173 (1993). 

 
Tarter, J.C.  “Past and Future Observing Plans,” article in SETI News, 1st Quarter, Vol. 3, No. 1 

(1994). 
 
J.C. Tarter, “Project Phoenix Heads South!” article in SETI News, 4th Quarter, Vol. 3, No. 3 

(1994). 
 
J.C. Tarter and M.J. Klein, “HRMS:  Where We’ve Been, and Where We’re Going.” Paper 

presented at the Bioastronomy Symposium:  Progress in the Search for Extraterrestrial Life, 
Santa Cruz, CA, August 1993.  ASP Conference Series, Vol. 74, S. Shostak (ed.) San 
Francisco, pp. 456-469 (1995). 
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J.C. Tarter, D. Milne, K. O’Sullivan, C. Stoneburner, et al., The Evolution of a Planetary System, 
The SETI Academy Planet Project.  Teacher’s guide for grades 5-6.  Three more guides to be 
published in Fall 1995.  Teacher Ideas Press, Englewood, Colorado (1995). 

 
J.C. Tarter, “What’s Next for Phoenix?” article in SETI News, 3rd Quarter, Vol. 4, No. 2 (1995). 
 
J.C. Tarter, “Project Phoenix:  Looking Up From Down Under.”  CSIRO Space Industry News 

68, pp. 8-9.  CSIRO Office of Space Science & Applications, Canberra (1996). 
 
J.C. Tarter, “Project Phoenix:  The Australian Deployment.”  Paper #2704-04 presented at 

SPIE’s International Symposium OE/LASE ’96, Jan. 31 - Feb. 1, 1996, San Jose, CA.  
Published in The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) in the Optical Spectrum II, 
Vol. 2704, S.A. Kingsley, G.A. Lemarchand, Eds.  Bellingham, WA, pp. 24-34 (1996).   
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